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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROIVI 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensii?ns of time may be avaUabio under the fM'ovisions of 37 CFR 1 . 136(a}. tn no event, however, rrtay a reply be tirn&ty fi/ed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- U WO period for reply is specified above , the mayimum statutory period will apply arwl will expire SIX (6) WIONTHS from the mailtcva date of this commuwcatiorK. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communlcation(s) filed on 05 August 2004 . 
2a)S This acton is FJWAL. 2b)n This actton is non-fina}. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Drsposrtron of Cfaims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 C/aim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [EI Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 05 August 2004 is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(3). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required If the drawlng(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
U)0 The oath ordecfaratfon rs objected to by the Examrner. Note the attact\e(i Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority undeir ZS U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mall Date . 6) O Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not Included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

3. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicants are advised of the 
obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim 
that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the 
examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 

U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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4. Claims 1-6, 10, 1 1-16, and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Goss, et al in view of Friedes, et al as stated in paragraph 2 of the 
Office action dated May 12, 2004. 

5. Claims 7-9 and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Goss, et al in view of Friedes, et al as applied to the claims above, and further in 
view of Chow, et al as stated in paragraph 3 in the Office action dated May 12, 2004. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicants' arguments filed August 5, 2004 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicants' attorney argues that the claims are not anticipated under 35 
use §102(e). The examiner agrees since in the Office action dated May 12, 
2004 the claims where rejected under 35 USC 103(a). Since applicants' attorney 
submitted no arguments why claims 1-6, 10, 11-16, and 19-20 are not obvious 
under 35 USC §1 03(a), the examiner cannot pass this application to issue. Also 
applicants' attorney. remarks also caused in Office action to be final. 



Drawings 

7. The drawings were received on August 5, 2004. These drawings are approved. 
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Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL . Applicant is renninded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 



9. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



10. Replacement Notice: Copies of Patent Application Records will be Provided 
in both Electronic and Paper Form 

The Official Gazette notice, published on August 24, 2004 entitled ">A// 
Electronic Copies of Patent Application Records Will Now Be Provided as 
Certified Copies in Electronic Form" (1285 Off. Gaz. Pat. Off, August 24, 2004) is 
hereby rescinded. The USPTO is reinstating, until further notice, the procedures 
in effect prior to July 30, 2004 for providing certified copies of patent application 
records with paper certification statements. The USPTO will also offer electronic 
certified copies of patent application records at the requester's option. 

Certified Copies with Paper Certification 

Unless otherwise requested, certified copies of patent application records 
provided pursuant to 37 CFR 1.19 (b) will be produced with a paper certification 
statement, continuing the practice in effect prior to July 30, 2004. The certification 
statement will include an embossed seal and original signature. 

Certified Copies with Electronic Certification 

Customers ordering certified copies of patent applications as filed or 
patent-related file wrapper and contents of published applications from the 
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USPTO website will have the option to choose electronic copies with electronic 
certification. These files include an imaged certification statennent as part of a 
PDF file containing the document TIFF images. These electronic files are digitally 
signed by the USPTO for authenticity and integrity, and cannot be undetectably 
modified. Customers may choose to download these electronic files from the 
USPTO website or receive them on compact disc. 

Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property and Priority 

Irrespective of whether the USPTO provides a paper certified copy or an 
electronic certified copy, Article 4(d)(3) of the Paris Convention prohibits any 
country that is a member of the convention from requiring further authentication 
ot the certified copy for purposes of claiming priority under the Paris Convention. 
(The text of the Paris Convention and a list of its members are available at 
www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/paris/index.html .) 

The USPTO is working with other intellectual property offices to 
encourage the acceptance of priority documents in electronic form with electronic 
certification. A list of offices and international intellectual property organizations 
that have agreed to accept electronic certified copies will be posted on the 
USPTO website soon, and updated regulariy. 

Questions should be directed to the Office of Public Records by email to 
opr(a)uspto.qov o r by telephone at (703) 308-9743. 



11. If applicants wish to request for an interview, an "Applicant Initiated Interview 
Request" forrx) (PTOL-413A) should be submitted to the examiner prior to the interview 
in order to permit the examiner to prepare in advance for the interview and to focus on 
the issues to be discussed. This form should identify the participants of the interview, 
the proposed date of the interview, whether the interview will be personal, telephonic, or 
video conference, and should include a brief description of the issues to be discussed. 
A copy of the completed "Applicant Initiated Interview Request fornn should be attached 
to the Interview Summary form, PTOL-413 at the completion of the interview and a copy 
should be given to applicant or applicant's representative. 
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12. If applicants request an interview after this final rejection, prior to the interview, 
the intended purpose and content of the interview should be presented briefly, in writing. 
Such an interview may be granted if the examiner is convinced that disposal or 
clarification for appeal may be accomplished with only nominal further consideration. 
Interviews merely to restate arguments of record or to discuss new limitations which 
would require more than nominal reconsideration or new search will be denied. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to WILLIAM D GUMMING whose telephone number is 
703-305-4394. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 10:30am to 8:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. WILLIAM TROST can be reached on 703-308-5318 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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14. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Wjlliam Cumming 

Prrmary Patent Examiner 
(703) 305-4394 
(703) 746-6075 Fax 
william.cunnming@uspto.gov 
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